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same kind of campaign schedule in the fall or will you travel with your husband i think we'll do a little bit of the 
same but i think that i probably i hope i'll get to be with him more than i did in the other campaign i think 
maybe i will be sure we will probably just push them by and move forward [Applause] carter being 
interviewed by ed bradley as you heard there and right now on the podium the manager of the convention 
organization andy shea has just been introduced by bob strauss we might give you a note in a couple of 
those things you just saw in the opening of this convention the color guard for instance as you noted 
undoubtedly was a color guard representing all of the services that's a 10-man team that actually comes 
from the special armed services division in washington and all of the services the coast guard navy marines 
army navy air force are all included in that the man who gave the invocation is uh sort of a special case 
himself uh reverend mr joseph balio of uh adina minnesota he is a uh the minister of uh andy shea's home 
parish in minnesota and this is his 58th birthday today and actually he was stricken with a heart condition last 
year and had to retire from all activity whatsoever but he did want to come and do this job here at the 
convention reading the invocation delivering it for the very first session of this convention and with great 
courage he did that very thing vera murray who led the pledge of allegiance is the assistant to bob strauss 
the national chairman of the democratic party and the temporary chairman of this 
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and the temporary chairman of this convention cbs news coverage of the democratic convention will continue 
in a moment [Music] andy shea is speaking from the podium and then bob strauss is going to introduce other 
members of the democratic national campaign staff national committee members that is and they will each 
have a couple of minutes to make a general remarks after this opening session of the convention you know 
it's traditional that uh one seeking the nomination of his party does not appear at the convention until after 
the nomination has taken place in recent history the only man who broke with that tradition was esthas 
kefauver back in 1956 and he used as the excuse that he was escorting his age and father to a seat in the 
balcony which indeed he was doing well jimmy carter isn't breaking with the tradition he's watching the 
opening night of his convention from his hotel suite in the americana hotel about 20 blocks north of here ed 
rabel can tell us the story ted carter had all three major television networks tuned in on three separate 
monitors which had been placed in his suite on the 21st floor of the americana hotel in midtown manhattan 
he began watching for the opening of the convention at approximately eight o'clock eastern time and uh he 
saw members of his family on the screen just after he had adjusted uh the sets all un members of his family 
his mother 77 year old lillian carter his wife rosalind his daughter amy and the governor of course was 
waiting as were millions of americans all across the country for chairman of the party robert strauss to bang 
the gavel and officially open the democratic convention 
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jimmy carter at the americana hotel he will be remaining there and presumably unless uh most unusual 
circumstances dictate and not come to this convention hall until thursday when he makes his acceptance 
speech which of course is uh widely awaited by these 5 000 delegates and alternates and presumably by 
democrats across the entire country it wouldn't be surprising that some of the republicans would like to hear 
what they can expect from the challenger in 1976. the introduction of democratic national committee 
members is continuing and right now one carolyn wilkins who is a democratic national committee vice chair 
woman is uh speaking she's a history teacher and a former party professional she'll be speaking for a couple 
of minutes and then a couple of more of these individuals will be introduced to address the convention you 
know a little earlier we're talking about john glenn who will be here tonight to deliver one of the two keynote 
speeches and how perhaps he hopes that he will so electrify this convention that jimmy carter just has to turn 
to him for a vice presidential uh spot he denied that as he left the hotel that that was the furthest thing from 
his thoughts so he indicated and mentioned that actually he was named for this job some months ago by bob 
strauss which is certainly true long before anyone thought that carter would so lock up the convention that he 
would get it on even the first ballot here perhaps not even get it at all people had thought at that point and at 
that point actually john glenn might have had thoughts in the back of his mind that he might make such an 
appearance with the keynote speech that in a deadlocked convention a brokered convention he would 
emerge as the nominee for the presidential spot itself tonight how his speech goes could have some bearing 
on the vice presidential 
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some bearing on the vice presidential spot cbs news coverage of the democratic national convention will 
continue in a moment [Music] aerosol not an economical way to apply deodorant in fact you'd use up this 
four ounce can of the leading aerosol buy another use it up buy a third use it up before you use up one two 
and a half ounce speed stick menon speed stick is solid deodorant an even effective layer of protection you 
apply directly nothing's wasted that's why a million more americans took our advice last year they got off the 
can they got on a stick take a look at someone who takes geritol when i was growing up my mom and dad 
would tell me how i was responsible for taking care of my body my health well now i've got a family of my 
own and i often think about how valuable that advice has been how important it is that i make sure i get 
enough exercise and rest and take geritol every day geritol to be sure you get enough iron and some very 
important vitamins take a look at who takes geritol every day shouldn't you why is salmonex the best selling 
sleeping aid in america here are some reasons because it uh gives you the help you're looking for and uh if a 
product is good people buy it when you have trouble falling asleep it really works because psalmix helps you 
relax and feel sleepy salmonex when you sometimes have trouble falling asleep let someone x work for you 
simonic's been a big help to me while these uh rather pro-forma speeches of welcome continue from the 
podium from members of the democratic national committee i have the great pleasure to have at our cbs 
news anchor booth here above madison square garden 
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booth here above madison square garden mrs rosalind carter this is jimmy carter who is about to be the wife 
of the democratic nominee for the presidency did you think when you began this uh long road a couple of 
years ago that it was going to come to this tonight well of course it's an exciting night for me but um we we 
talked about it a long time before jimmy decided to run for president and we thought that if we could do well 
in those first three states iowa new hampshire and florida of course massachusetts moved in but the first 
three that we were trying for if we could do that we thought we could go all the way what was the moment 
when you really thought that you were going to be here in this position tonight i think after we won the third of 
those after we won florida in the days when you and governor carter must have spent a lot of time talking 
about whether he should make this race or not what were the considerations beyond whether he could make 
it or not but the family consideration well jimmy was governor you know and we had to choose whether to go 
back home we have a good business at home or whether to do this and there were a lot of things we talked 
about what would happen to the family because jimmy's turner's governor was our georgia governor cannot 
succeed himself the family business was running well his brother takes care of it while we're gone our 


children are at the ages our boys are 29 26 and 23. so we thought they were old enough to help and old 
enough so that um and had been involved in public life enough so it wouldn't be bad for them i think it's a 
great experience for them and amy is a she was too when jimmy ran for governor so we thought that it would 
not be bad ages for the children and that it would be a great experience and we really thought he could win 
we had we had thought about it a long time well now amy is the one i guess with to be considered the most 
because she's going to be subject to living in the white house and uh if this all goes as well as obviously the 
carter family hopes the democratic party hopes you will be 
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the democratic party hopes you will be in the white house perhaps for eight years amy will be 16 by the time 
the president carter goes out of office what do you think what are you going to do to keep it from affecting 
amy well amy was two when jimmy ran for governor and she's all of her life ridden in parades been with 
people that she didn't know in large crowds heard me make speeches jimmy makes speeches she's just kind 
of grown up in it and i wish you knew her because i really think she's a well-adjusted child who had so much 
attention she was a special child to begin with because we were married 21 years when she was born and 
our youngest son was 15 we had sons 2017 and 15 when she was born so she's always gotten a lot of 
attention but but she's a good child and i think having been so young and growing up in a hope because 
those will be difficult ages for she's eight nine and jimmy's present for eight years she'll be 16. and that's a 
hard age for any child so i hope that we can keep that close relationship that we have now well i'm sure you 
will but what are you going to do to uh to see that amy has a normal childhood in the white house i don't 
know i think she has a normal childhood now jimmy was governor and she went to the public school and but 
she lives in plains georgia there's a little bit of difference between planes george and 1600 pennsylvania well 
that's right but but jimmy was governor we lived in atlanta and i know it's different because there was not that 
much attention on the family as governor family of the governor as i will be as family of the president i just i 
don't know i have to i Know that the things that i worried about when jim was elected governor that i didn't 
know what i could face i didn't know whether i could do and i all kind of fell into place and so i hope that i can 
work that out if jim is elected president would she go to a private school or public school well i heard jimmy 
say one day that he intended to put her in the public school unless there was a problem with security i read 
that in the paper 
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i read that in the paper we really haven't talked about it that's just something we'll have to have to decide do 
you have any thoughts about how much do you know about the white house have you i don't have you been 
in that we took the children on a tour many many years ago and then when jimmy was governor and uh 
president nixon was in office we went to the white house for dinner on two occasions that's the only time i've 
been here have you ever been upstairs in the living quarters so you don't know whether you're going to want 
to redecorate or not no i'm jumping ahead a little bit of course quite obviously but that's the that's the major 
consideration and that's the whole purpose of the game here is to get you into the white house i gather well 
that's true but i've traveled since april i campaigned full time and then every day there were things that i 
thought that i could help with because i learned when jimmy was governor that i could help with any project it 
didn't matter what it was you're in a position to know the needs and the state and you're in a position to do 
something about them and while i was campaigning i saw all kinds of things that i think i can help with so i'm 
i'm it doesn't frighten me like it did to begin with what do you expect to do on the campaign i campaigned 
every day in the primaries i went home about two days a week but starting in april of last year i campaigned 
full-time and i think i'll do the same thing i hope that in the fall campaign i'll travel with jimmy moore we had 
our own separate schedules because it's a big country and nobody knew jim and we had to go my three 
sons and their wives campaigned full time too but i hope that uh in the fall i'll be able to travel at least part of 
the time with him mr carney we've seen a great deal and not a great deal not nearly enough of lillian carter 
jimmy's mother and of amy i told him last night on television as we were chatting that i thought if he wasn't 
careful uh lillian or amy might get nominated here and rosamund certainly could as well but we haven't heard 


much about your parents are they alive my mother is my daddy died when i was 13 and my mother was left 
with four little children my sister was four and she was a seamstress she made she had always made my 
clothes she started sewing for 
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made my clothes she started sewing for other people and then she went to work in the school lunch room for 
a while and the grocery store for a while and i think while i was still maybe in high school maybe in college 
she went to work in the post office raised the whole family put us all through school she retired in december 
from the post office because she was 70 and had to retire but she's a great person and still lives in flames 
helps me with amy while i'm gone you know there's some who say that they feel that that governor carter 
despite the smile and the pleasantness and the the geniality of his personality has a hard streak in him does 
he have a hard streak i think he's very determined and and uh he loves a challenge i know when we came 
home from the navy and had the business it was very small he wanted to he worked every day as hard as he 
could to build it up and then he ran for the state said he worked hard for that but he's determined and i think 
maybe that's what people see if he starts out to do a job he wants to do the best job he can do and i think 
that's the streak that people see that he's he is determined and he's going to work as hard as he can and 
he's going to do the best job he can do every day any vindictiveness from people crossing no in fact he 
always cautions me about that he's always the one that's talking to me about don't have hard feelings against 
them if you in that situation you do the same thing so i don't think he does have that harbored any hard 
feelings about any politicians today no no maybe if we had not won i might have thank you very much for 
being with us appreciate it thank you very much thank you i know all of our audience enjoyed meeting you 
too mrs jimmy carter rosalind carter wife of the man who barring the most unforeseen developments so 
unforeseen that nobody can foresee them at this madison square garden is going to be the democratic 
nominee for the president of the united states cbs news coverage will continue after station identification 
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this is cbs [Music] cbs news continues its coverage of campaign 76. tonight the first session of the 
democratic national convention from madison square garden in new york this portion is sponsored by the 
people of ford motor company on behalf of ford and lincoln mercury dealers ford wants to be your car 
company here again is walter cronkite the 37th quadrennial convention the democratic national party the first 
session of it in madison square garden tonight and while what is going on at the podium really uh isn't a very 
important uh except in a sort of a formal way to get the convention underway 


00:18:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=E9JhKmvGax0&t=1080s 





get the convention underway it is the reading of the roll call of the states and how many votes each state 
gets as determined by the democratic national committee i would like you to meet the lady who is doing it 
because we're going to see quite a bit of her during this convention it is dorothy friedenberg bush and 
dorothy bush has been the secretary of the democratic national committee now for nine terms and that 
makes her the secretary of the committee and the temporary and usually elected the permanent secretary of 
these conventions a lot more than anybody else in the history of either political party dorothy bush became 
the secretary for the first time when she was in her 20s back in 1944 in the franklin delano roosevelt years of 
course and she's been at this job ever since she's the wife of john bush the former chairman of the interstate 
commerce commission they live in columbus ohio and she'll be seen throughout the convention particularly 
calling the role of the states when it comes time to nominate the next candidate of this party for the 
presidency of the united states for those who are standing in the aisles now we're not going to run this 
convention and be pleading with you time and time again to clear the aisles we just can't do that but please 
sit down we're going to we've all worked so hard to try to have a fine convention here and we've all 
cooperated so much and on a very personal note may i say to you 5 000 delegates and alternates so many 


of you are dear and cherished personal friends of mine i've been in your states from arizona to montana to 
florida to washington to rhode island to ohio to illinois and utah and you name it and i've been there and i'm 
so pleased you're here now please let's clear these aisles 
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now please let's clear these aisles and let's remember them each evening these delegates can't hear i'm 
going to ask you to please give us order in this room and we're not going to continue to ask for it you're going 
to have to do it you're going to have to behave or we're just not going to be able to clear the owls now we'll 
go far with our proceedings and before we begin our regular program i would like to make certain that all of 
us know when two of the most important events of this occasion will take place on thursday afternoon at 5 30 
we will begin receiving nominations of the candidates of this future schedule the convention a few moments 
ago the blacks here at the convention have not all been satisfied with jimmy carter's stand on various race 
black issues dick threlkeld is with one of the critical black leaders now representative ron dellums of california 
dick uh representative dellums uh walter's own name will probably be offered in nomination for the vice 
presidency by john conyers in michigan later in this convention but uh representative dellums is more than 
just black he is also a representative of the liberal or progressive members of congress and he says he has 
been talking to various members of the delegation about jimmy carter's series of choices for vice president 
what have you found in terms of the softness or hardness representative dylan says regards john glenn i've 
talked with several people in our own delegation many people in our own delegation and many people 
outside of our delegation and their notion is that the symbolism of selecting john glenn who would make the 
ticket to persons with extraordinary military experience a very militaristic administration and i think that would 
create serious and extraordinary problems for many of us in the california delegation and around the country 
who are in the progressive wing of the 
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who are in the progressive wing of the democratic party with respect to our enthusiastic support of this ticket i 
certainly could not enthusiastically support it and there are some people who've indicated that they would 
bolt out and seek an alternative outside the democratic party of course on the other hand he's a space hero 
and his record so far in congress has been i understand extraordinarily good that balance is the other side 
does it matter well as you know i think presidential politics are fraught with symbolism and uh the selection of 
the vice president is really a very symbolic factor and i think the symbolism of having two million thank you 
very much back to you walter uh dick uh shoot me a moment is uh congressman dylan's still with you there 
yes he is walter uh i'm just wondering what on what issues does he think that the sort of liberal wing of this 
party might come to the convention floor besides that matter of the vice presidency beyond the matter of the 
vice presidency uh what issues do you see uh yourself and other progressive members of the party desiring 
to bring to the floor the question of the full participation of women and minorities in this convention the issue 
of 50 of the delegates in 1980 uh coming from the ranks of women to me is a very important and 
extraordinary question i think that that issue ought to be brought to the floor that's probably the last remaining 
quote controversial issue that hasn't already been worked out via the compromise route thank you very much 
thank you very much and now governor hugh carey of new york is just greeting the convention for all the 
people of new york state i am honored to welcome this great convention to our home the last time madison 
square garden hosted this convention some doubted whether the democrats would ever leave new york this 
time some doubted whether you would ever come here and whether 
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here and whether there would be in new york at all but americans understood that you cannot demean a 
great center of commerce culture vitality and hope without destroying part of our national soul americans 
understood americans understood that new york and every community in this nation deserve the chance to 
make it through a time of peril americans understood that we are part of one nation indivisible and so they 
gave new york a chance and even as new york thanks this party for coming here we thank the people of 


america for giving new york a chance and i am here to say that with new national leadership new york will 
make it and those americans who need a chance will have that chance as well today this democratic 
convention must understand that the commonality of america our dependence upon each other is a matter of 
necessity the last democratic convention in new york saw a party at war with itself farmer against laborer 
catholic against protestant city dweller against plainsman in a nation so divided that not a single delegate 
was black nor a single party maker a woman now we have learned as new york's governor al smith said half 
a century ago that never again in this land will any public servant be challenged because of the faith in which 
he has tried to walk humbly with his god now we have learned 
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with his god now we have learned that whether you speak with smith accent of the lower east side all with 
the accents of a small town in southern georgia the test is not where you come from but where you are going 
and where you mean to leave this country and leadership is the issue the republicans when they pause in 
their task of assailing each other tell us over and over again that government is incapable of meeting the 
needs of the people they never seem to remember what we will not let them forget who has been running 
and ruining this government for eight years who broke and entered in the night who opened the mails who 
tapped the phones who kept the list of enemies who preached patriotic virtue while mocking the dictates of 
the law and the command of the constitution our problem is not that the enemy of the people is government 
our problem is that the republicans rule as if the enemy of the government were the people and if the people 
have lost trust in their government it is because under the republicans government lost trust in the people 
and that is why they have forfeited the trust of the people of america well i am here tonight to say that 
government can be something better than an instrument for the perpetuation of power and the punishment of 
political adversaries 
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adversaries government can once again as it has throughout our national life help people build better lives 
for themselves and their families from this convention can come the same spirit that opened the doors of 
college for the children of the poor that brought light into the tennessee valley that brought economic justice 
to the worker and compassion and care to the elderly and disabled that brought the ballot to those who were 
kept from the ballot by terror and taxes away from the polls we can find again that spirit which remembers 
that our foul bears came to america to find work and the chance to provide the chance to take something 
home at the end of a useful day we can provide that leadership that knows that when you rob an american of 
the chance to work you rob an american of his birthright and we can begin the task of putting america back 
to work all across this land as a democrat i believe our candidates will win in november as an american i 
believe the work ahead cannot be the burden only of the candidates but must be our work as well it has been 
said that the only suspense here is who our nominee's running mate will be but this year we must all be his 
running mates [Applause] as governor of new york i pledge that we will do in 1976 what we did in 1974 


00:30:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=E9JhKmvGax0&t=1800s 





in 1976 what we did in 1974 when we reclaimed this state from 16 years of republican rule by bringing 
together people across lines of race region and faith and in the years ahead we must all help our new 
president to build a new partnership from the white house to the state house to the home of every american it 
will be hard work but as a new yorker and as an american i can tell you that we are not strangers to a life of 
struggle the great fleet of ships that sailed into new york harbor last week was more than a spectacle it was a 
symbol as well you and i and millions of americans are descended from those who made that same journey 
into that same harbor past the statue of liberty to ellis island and a new life we are the ears not only of those 
journeys but of the struggle and sorrow and injustice that afflicted them and the millions of other homeless 
and helpless people the courage the perseverance of those strangers in a strange land made this nation a 
stronger better country that is the same task we face here and now to forge a more perfect union from the 


common hopes and dreams of our people it is a task which has already claimed too many lives the final 
resting places of those who still had work to do remind us of the costs of justice let our work here this week 
redeem their struggle let our work here give to our children 
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let our work here give to our children the fully realized hopes of our parents let our work here give to america 
the finest birthday gift of all leadership that speaks to the best within us to you who have won the right to 
share in this work i welcome you to this great effort i welcome you to new york thank you and god bless you 
governor hugh carey of new york who uh at one time thought might be a dark horse candidate if this really 
was a deadlock convention and then it was thought he might be a power broker holding to new york's big 
delegation but none of that was to be so he gives a welcoming speech here cbs news coverage of the 
democratic national convention will continue in a moment [Music] the mayor of the financially beleaguered 
city of new york has just begun his welcoming address mary beam memorable bicentennial celebration it is 
in this very same spirit that our democratic party is rededicating itself to the principles of unity morality and 
human dignity the gift of this convention to america's bicentennial will be a democratic party that restores the 
faith of the people in our political system that creates confidence more where cynicism had taken over and 
renews hope where shame had blurred our visions for the future during the past eight 
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for the future during the past eight years we have watched in dismay as the leaders of our nation have turned 
their backs on the pleas of our cities our small farmers of middle america of businesses struggling to survive 
and of a disadvantaged americans yearning for a better life instead the only discernible policy in the white 
house has been indifference and neglect it has been new york's misfortune and the misfortune of this entire 
nation that the very men who should have been leading and uniting this land had chosen instead to try to 
divide it to drive a wedge between our cities and our rural areas to appeal to the narrowest and the most 
short-sighted sectional interests the book of proverbs says he that troubleth his own house shall inherit the 
wind well that better wind has been blowing from the white house for eight years and the time has come to 
shut that door this week we will choose a candidate and build a platform that represents the best of our 
country and celebrates the common will of more than 210 million americans democrats across the land have 
made their overwhelming choice 
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have made their overwhelming choice they have selected a standard bearer who has already stirred the 
imaginations and revived the aspirations of our people he is a man who will not exploit our differences he will 
affirm the heritage we share the heritage we celebrate this year whether we live in cities suburbs or farms 
whether our forebears came over on the mayflower on a slave ship in steerage or on a jet flight from abroad 
here in madison square garden we will relight the torch of morality in america and it is that spirit of 
compassion and decency more than our economic mind more than our military power more than our 
technological genius by which our nation and our people will be measured when the democratic national 
convention last gathered in new york city in 1924 52 years ago it was an unfortunate convention after 103 
ballots it ended with a divided party and ultimately a lost election today we are a united party and a party 
certain of victory [Applause] a prying force in achieving that unity has been our outstanding chairman of the 
national committee bob strauss 
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of the national committee bob strauss and i want to thank bob strauss on behalf of all the delegates for this 
great achievement my fellow delegates let's go forth from this convention as democrats and as americans 
recognizing that our successes will be welcomed by our fellow countrymen and by the entire world which 
waits impatiently for new and inspired leadership let us go back to the people we represent knowing we have 
not only done the job we were sent here to do but we made history as well as for those of us who live here 


we shall bask a few days in the pleasure and the pride of having been your host and then rejoining rejoicing 
in the spirit of this eventful july we shall go forth to organize and fight side by side with you for a victorious 
and a glorious november thank you god bless you all governor our brother mayor a beam of new york city 
welcoming the democratic delegates david dick is at the new york hilton hotel with governor george wallace 
david governor wallace why are you not attending the opening session of the convention well i can watch it 
on television and uh it's a little inconvenient getting in and out the convention hall when you can watch the 
festivities on television well you did attend a caucus a little while ago and there were a goodly number of 
delegates there some from massachusetts and wisconsin in particular 
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particular who said that they are simply not going to do what you've asked them to do they are not going to 
support jimmy carter yes there was some there that you know there were several hundred people in this 
meeting you know and i appreciate very much their support but most of them are going to vote for mr carter 
and i appreciate their loyalty to me were you surprised at the number though uh for example in wisconsin the 
chairman said that all 10 of the wallace delegates refused to support jimmy carter i'm not surprised about the 
wisconsin delegates but maybe before the nomination they may wind up but you know voting for mr carter 
but in this particular matter when i announced that i would ask those delegates supporting me to respectfully 
uh support mr carter for the nomination uh i did something that i felt triggered an avalanche of support that 
came to miss takara who for the first time in a long time beat the party hierarchy you know they got him to 
run in florida against me then they want to get rid of him because they want to get rid of me in the first place 
because i was a nuisance to them then once they felt they got rid of me then they tried to get rid of him so i 
joined with mr carter to beat the party hierarchy and let the people decide which they did decide by giving 
him the most votes and delegates you said something uh during your remarks at the caucus you said that 
you had prevented the party hierarchy from spitting out that was your word spitting out another candidate 
who had not gone to the people were you talking about hubert humphrey i was talking about anyone who 
might have been spat out by them at this convention here because the delegates i had 170 some odd plus 
the delegates other candidates had and the uncommitted would have been enough to have provided a big 
convention floor fight and in my judgment they were trying to bring somebody further not forth for the 
nomination who did not run before the people did not run in the primaries 
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run in the primaries and i thought that was not fair and in the interest of fair play i felt that i should go against 
the party hierarchy and i did so and i'm glad that they were defeated they've always been against me they've 
always been against the people they've always tried to determine who would be the nominee of the party so 
this time the democratic party is nominating a man who went before the people of this country and whether 
you like him or not he got the most votes and won the most delegates and he's entitled to the nomination so 
this was george wallace's victory i'm not claiming any victory at all i feel that uh our delegates and the people 
who supported me did play a part in seeing that the party hierarchy did not in the back smoke-filled rooms 
decide who the candidate for the democratic nomination was going to be and i'm glad they joined in that 
effort with me most of them and in my judgment uh that's exactly what happened thank you governor david 
dick david yes i wonder if you'd ask the governor something for me i know he can't hear me directly but some 
of those who said they wanted to cast a vote for him said they wanted to do it in protest to the platform 
planks on abortion on busing gun control and equal rights for women do they have any other means to 
express that dissatisfaction now governor wallace walter cronkite wants to know about those who have said 
that they're not going to support jimmy carter because they cannot accept certain platforms uh certain planks 
in the platform such as abortion busing gun control feeling as they do what would be their alternative now 
well of course i they will have to decide that themselves and i'm not dissatisfied with the full platform of the 
party either you're not satisfied well of course not and uh but i don't suppose that i i would ever be pleased 
with a a party platform of any party holy but i do believe that the democratic party knows what the american 
people want and party platform on no party platform 
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and party platform on no party platform i've never read one frankly hardly maybe i've read one and i forgot 
about it i read my own in 1968 but the democratic party knows what the american people want and my 
judgment they're going to try to please that great average citizen in this country who's been neglected by the 
establishment but the point is david that they they don't have anywhere to go at this convention i mean 
there's nothing they can do in bringing up a platform minority report now that's out that's ruled out by the 
rules themselves is there any action they can take at this convention walter wants to know if there's any 
action at all that these people can take any avenue that they can take in trying to get their point of view 
across well i don't know other than of course making press statements and uh maybe having a press 
conference and uh but there are many people who are not pleased with all the party platform i never have i 
but i don't know how that can be done but uh i think the point that's being made is that they're in a corner 
now and uh one way is to walk out how would you feel about that i don't believe they're going to walk out i 
appreciate very much that loyalty to me because i did best represent them of all the candidates but it's a 
factor and numbers that i'm not going to be the nominee okay thank you very much david and thank 
governor wallace for us we'll be seeing more of him of course this convention is going to appear at the 
convention to present part of that platform thank you very much sir thank you on the podium right now they're 
hearing the treasures report part of the formalities of the opening session cbs news coverage of the 
democratic national convention will continue in a moment at the podium of the democratic national 
convention the treasurer's report from ed bennett 
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the treasurer's report from ed bennett williams and the finance chairman's report from s lee kling are 
continuing a short time ago leslie stahl talked with jimmy carter's mother miss legion as she's called here in 
the hall we're sitting here with with uh governor carter's mother and i understand mrs carter that you uh are 
about to become a journalist is that true but don't get afraid i'm not i don't want your job no i'm just doing a 
little thing for my plumber's paper every day i've subscribed to that paper for 42 years and they just like me 
now what do you think you're going to write for your column tomorrow i'll tell all about you uh interviewing me 
about the crowd about dinner mama leones they want all those little personal things that's what they want will 
you write it all about uh what a mother feels at a at an exciting event thursday he's asked me to talk about 
that thursday we're trying to keep it kind of funny now it'll be serious on thursday how i feel about the mother 
of jimmy i don't know i have an eerie feeling it's almost a sacred feeling as the time comes you know for him 
to be nominated do you see this as a different plateaus that you're trying to reach yes it is i think that i have i 
have been i've had so many so many good times so many wonderful things happen to me every time that i 
think that i'm going to turn loose and get old and sit in a rocking chair something interesting happens to me 
and i guess this is the last thing i hope it is one of the interesting things that is happening on the floor is that 
the carter operatives are acting as though he does not have this sewn up uh do you think that that's a quality 
of your son that he just works right up to the last second that is his quality he never says now he says now if i 
win the election he always said i'm going to win i'm going to get the nomination but i noticed that he said if i 
win the election 


00:48:00 (https:/Awww.youtube.com/watch?v=E9JhKmvGax0&t=2880s 





election i think that's yeah that's true of jimmy now what's your perception don't you think that he has this uh 
pretty well so i really do i think jimmy has the nomination set up and i think he's going to win the presidency 
okay i understand that you're so sure that you've already invited someone to escort you to the inaugural ball 
listen that's just a lie i haven't i'm gonna i'm gonna get the best of command that i know i don't know who that 
is okay thank you very much thank you back to you walter you know a couple of days ago when the carter 
entourage left plains georgia to come to this convention you probably heard the story by now they were 
driving though it takes about a half hour to the albany georgia airport and they were quite a few minutes out 
of planes but suddenly the whole entourage ground to a stop governor carter jumped out of his car went into 
a little store and made a phone call when he came back out he said i forgot mama he left he the car that was 


supposed to pick up miss lillian at home had not picked up miss lillian so then she told us laughingly at the 
airport when she arrived here they picked her up and she said they drove 100 miles an hour to the airport 
most filling thing that had ever happened she said roger mud is on the floor with massachusetts state senator 
alan statisky who was the head of the udall forces in massachusetts roger walter marsh udall has about 300 
delegates in the country 21 of them are in massachusetts and the head honcho for the udall delegation 
within massachusetts is alan cizitsky he's from springfield what i want to know senator state senator is why it 
is you are not willing on the roll call vote in a day or two to pitch in and vote for jimmy carter we have a 
responsibility to the thousands of people who voted for morris udall as delegates representing them and also 
for the process maurice udall had delegates in 26 states there were 12 candidates in january only two ran 
the course one was maura judo over 60 000 americans contributed to his 
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over 60 000 americans contributed to his campaign and he ran a campaign very clearly on the issues and we 
think we have a responsibility to register our supporter the kind of man he is and what he stood for here in 
the canyon why is it that uh that that udall is the only one who has refused other than jerry brown the only 
one who has refused to release his delegates ahead of time what is it what's he trying to do you get on 
national television to talk laura shootout was a man of great conviction that's why he fought all the way he 
had an opportunity for a senate seat in arizona which he worked on in order to take the race right to the very 
end and to fight jimmy carter as he did it was very close in many states he defeated cotton massachusetts he 
defeated him in new york he lost by a point in wisconsin by two tenths of a point in michigan by two points in 
connecticut in many states was very close maurice udall and jimmy carter ran almost neck and neck in many 
states as far as democratic voters were concerned but but if if that's the case why doesn't he go on and let 
his name be placed in nomination and have his nomination seconded and go through the whole process 
rather than pulling it out well i think what he's going to do which is going to say to his delegates uh he's going 
to release his delegates and i believe that the bulk of his delegates will continue to vote for our shootout will 
remain committed to my shootout well i don't i don't understand if if he wants to make a show why isn't he let 
his name his nomination be seconded and have the roll call reveal that this many delegates were favored 
marc udall rather than pulling out as he now intends to do i don't think he's pulling out i think that by not 
endorsing jimmy carter and by encouraging delegates who still want to vote for him to vote for him he is not 
pulling out of the race well he's withdrawing his nomination isn't he he is uh he may be withdrawing his 
domination and but he is not withdrawing the opportunity for delegates to register their approval of his 
candidacy what is the point then to demonstrate to jimmy carter that there's still a lively progressive wing of 
the democratic party yes there is a lively progressive wing and i think that what 
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and i think that what maurice udall did more than any other candidate is uh called jimmy carter up on the 
issues and make the jimmy carter become a little more specific on the issues and i think to that extent it's 
indeed an honor to be here tonight and share this keynote position with such a distinguished democrat as 
barbara jordan we are meeting tonight to carry on the american revolution a revolution begun two centuries 
ago as brave americans committed themselves to a new hope a hope for freedom and the hope that in 
freedom the bounty of this land would be plenty for for all this experiment in freedom continues every day 
and it is a revolution we will continue to win there are doubters there are those who believe our nation as a 
beacon as the last best hope for mankind will now fade as only a glimmer in history but you will not accept 
that i will not accept that and the american people will not accept that there were doubters in the early days 
of our nation too who said freedom would be anarchy but we can be thankful there were also our democratic 
forebearers of jefferson and jackson and madison willing to risk greatly for great cause 
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willing to risk greatly for great cause waving security aside and setting out to shape a future not only with 
constitution and law but also with concern with concern for the for the common man and concern that those 
less able to compete not just be consigned to the slag heap of history the framers of the constitution made 
mistakes even as we today and for all their emphasis on emphasis on equality and justice they chose not to 
include all men and women of those colonial days as working partners in this experiment in democracy and 
in particular the failed commitment to strike the shackles imposed by race has continued even into today with 
the final awakening in our day that all of america must work to correct those errors of the past and we stand 
firmly committed to a new day of equality [Applause] and that equality not only for future generations but in 
our time now this convention has the responsibility of setting other goals too in our time [Applause] can we 
establish a framework involving capital and investment business and labor profits and wages guaranteeing 
that every american willing and able to work will have a job a paycheck we can and we must 
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a paycheck we can and we must [Applause] can we see they that the ability to provide homes for our families 
and food for the table and schools for our children is not worn away by grinding inflation that leaves that 
paycheck worth less and less we can and we must [Applause] and can we finally guarantee full equal 
opportunity full advantage and protection under the law to every man and to every woman in america we can 
and we must [Applause] tomorrow evening this convention will consider our party's contract with the people 
the platform which expresses the full range of the many other concerns that we share and as we begin our 
third century we can take justifiable pride in adopting that forward-looking statement of purpose our party has 
been criticized by some for having too many programs trying to do too much too rapidly sometimes our 
hopes have exceeded our reach but listen to these words of franklin d roosevelt governments can er 
presidents do make mistakes but divine justice weighs the sins of the cold-blooded and the sins of the warm- 
hearted on a different scale better the occasional faults of a government living in the spirit of 
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government living in the spirit of charity than the consistent omissions of a government frozen in the ice of its 
own indifference of course we must correct any excesses and inefficiencies and on a high priority basis but 
this party is a great party because of its compassion and we must wear that compassion like a medal we are 
the best hope the best hope for those searching for jobs for senior citizens trying to make a go of it on 
eroded income for the sick unable to afford good medical care for the handicapped and the underprivileged 
our compassion our willingness to help we must never lose we are at a time in history when we must move 
to make real our promise as a nation but our ability to do so is endangered by a growing problem of utmost 
importance a problem not easily defined not easily addressed by a platform and not easily discussed in a 
keynote speech the problem is doubt doubts be set too many of our people and a growing lack of confidence 
threatens to limit and restrict what we can be ideals beliefs and confidence are hallowed in a democracy they 
are crucial they give the resolve the will the drive to do all else they will define and make final the 
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they will define and make final the shape of all we will someday become but personal ideals and beliefs once 
commonly held based on the strength and guidance of religion of community of stable personal relationships 
are weakened as we rapidly change homes and jobs and ties that once more clearly shaped our lives and 
confidence in the control each one of us has over his or her own future that vital feeling of independence so 
typically american has been shaken for many as bureaucratic red tape increases as change upon change in 
the way we live sweeps over us with no longer the luxury of a generation to adapt to the new and as the very 
size and complexity of our institutions whether government or private leaves us feeling somehow tiny and 
insignificant without control i say no american nurtured on the ideal of freedom and proud of skills abilities 
training and judgment can feel comfortable when his or her future slips more and more into the hands of 
others and in recent years we have been battered by other events which would shake the strongest 


confidence the tragedy of a war that divided us terribly and for so long the horror of assassination and days 
of drums of domestic violence and americans set against americans and the unprecedented disgrace of 
watergate 
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doubts yes there are doubts in a nation that is the envy of the world there are fears in a nation that has 
provided a good life for more people than any nation in history and there is lagging confidence in a nation 
deserving of our pride doubts fears lagging confidence well no wonder with all that has befallen us a lesser 
nation might well have collapsed that we have been able to take it i say is a demonstration of the strength of 
our system and above all a magnificent tribute to the good sense and stability of the american people but we 
shouldn't be too surprised consider these facts americans today are better educated better informed more 
aware more perceptive and more capable of thinking about and making decisions than ever before in our 
history more capable of truly participating in government a government not only of and for the people but 
also more importantly a government by the people these people 215 million people make me extremely 
optimistic we are these people we are america and we are strong with that base to build on the key to 
restored confidence to restored control for each of us to restore freedom lies in renewed partnership between 
citizens and their government 
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between citizens and their government now is the time for a bold and responsive government to forge that 
partnership a time to harness quickly the spirit of renewal we saw expressed so beautifully and so vividly just 
a week ago a time to incorporate that fervor in real citizen participation in government a time for citizens to 
accept their obligation to participate a time to re-establish the people's faith in government and more 
importantly a time to demonstrate government's faith in the people but that mutual faith that partnership can 
only grow and flourish in a climate of openness and full understanding and that means giving the people of 
this nation the facts it is time to bring decision making into the open with the pros and cons made clear the 
good and bad the true costs of programs a time to strip away unnecessary secrecy a time to recognize that 
government has been patronizing the people talking not over but under their heads and now we must put a 
stop to it once and for all as we work together to shape our future there are keystones from the past we must 
treasure an emphasis on freedom to be sure but a freedom with concern and compassion for all whatever 
their capabilities and a continued recognition that the driving force behind our past success has been 
freedom's incentive for each person to do it on his own 
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for each person to do it on his own and a continuing typically american attitude of curiosity of how can we do 
it better a tradition of research in everything we do a concern for justice and human rights throughout the 
world and a determination that our policies must promote and never threaten those rights and a firm pride in 
the old american ideals of honesty and decency and integrity straightforwardness and reliability that are 
fundamental for any free people able to live together in harmony but these keystones from our heritage are 
not enough we need purpose and as we move forward we can have control over our lives we can define our 
goals decide the kind of people we want to be we have a most competent people and we can make this 
greatest experiment ever tried a shiny example to people throughout the world but one additional critical 
selection must be made to make real that hope we must select new leaders leaders with vision leaders who 
will set a different tone for this nation a tone of opportunity sought and seized a tone of national purpose for 
ours as a people tired of drifting a people determined to shape their own future have people who will not 
have it any other way this is no haphazard drift to the future but pride and accomplishment together a pride 
not passe a pride not 
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a pride not passe a pride not old-fashioned but pride in a new patriotism a patriotism based on participation a 
patriotism based on accomplishment a mature patriotism not just unthinking obedience not unquestioned 
veneration of government decisions made on high not my country right or wrong but rather my country when 
right to be kept right when wrong to be put right [Applause] and when i speak of patriotism i speak not of 
fireworks and salutes but of a partnership of public citizens and government at all levels and when i speak of 
patriotism i speak not of parades and displays but of american inventiveness and determination bent on 
useful and peaceful work starting us toward our tri-centennial better able to achieve and to lead than any 
nation on earth and when i speak of leaders with the vision to take us there i speak of a democratic president 
and the next democratic [Applause] administration in 1962 my space flight took me from san diego to 
savannah in eight minutes and on around the world in spite of all the activity of those moments i could not 
help but look at this country at our land at my land i felt so far away from and yet close to and think how rich 
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yet close to and think how rich and diverse a land ours is but too often we stress our shortcomings our 
divisions instead of our common blessings we must be thankful for those blessings and in a speech i gave 
after the flight i close with these words as our knowledge of the universe in which we live increases may god 
grant us the wisdom and guidance to use it wisely and tonight i would only repeat that same hope and prayer 
for wisdom and guidance for our nation and our people we face great problems but we also face great and 
wonderful opportunities to build a nation to correct those faults where we have fallen so far short of what we 
should be we can build that nation and we meet here tonight to select need leadership not only for ourselves 
but leadership that will affect the whole world to select purpose to select in our time our own challenges to 
greatness for this convention for our democratic party and for all americans and i say to you tonight now is 
the time to erase divisiveness and despair to keep the good from the past to add our own good to look to the 
future to build a nation of justice a nation of equality a nation of opportunity in which we can be proud patriots 
that is our hope that is the hope of this nation the future is in our hands to shape let's get going [Applause] 
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[Applause] thank you keynote speech of the former astronaut john glenn now the senator from ohio cbs news 
coverage of the democratic national convention will continue in a moment [Applause] [Music] thank you very 
[Music] we've heard the first of two keynote speeches tonight that by john glenn we're here very shortly from 
barbara jordan the brilliant 40-year-old lawyer from houston texas elected to the first to the texas legislature 
the first black ever so elected since reconstruction and and then the first elected from texas to the united 
states congress who we all saw during the impeachment hearings by the house committee making her a 
brilliant plea there for the impeachment of president nixon for voting some of the articles of impeachment at 
any rape it is unusual for the party to have two keynote speeches as a matter of fact it's never happened 
before it's that unusual it's unique it's a precedent shattering only last convention in 1972 did they shatter the 
president of the temporary chairman of the convention making the keynote speech at that time larry o'brien 
was the national chairman of the party and he broke precedent on two scores with one move he named 
himself the temporary chairman of the committee of the convention that had never been done before and 
then he did not make the keynote speech but turn that chore over to ruben askew the governor of florida well 
this year the tradition apparently is continuing the chairman of the party bob strauss has made himself 
temporary chairman of the convention he has that right the democratic national committee approves 
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democratic national committee approves it but the committee does set up the temporary slate of officers to 
preside over the first day and a half of the convention before they get around to voting on the permanent 
officers of the convention and bob strauss did not make the keynote speech but instead named two keynote 
speakers so barbara jordan will be coming along very shortly to make the second of the keynote speeches 
tonight it'll be interesting to see whether this woman with her powerful oratorical style can command any 
better attention of this convention than did john glenn the space hero was unable to really keep the attention 


of the convention here and we continue to see people wandering in the aisles and button holding and 
greeting each other as is a habit of political conventions and has gone on during keynote speeches over 
most of the time some keynoters of course have really gathered the convention into their arms alvin barkley 
did it back in 1948 and when that sort of thing happens uh well other things began to follow as in a chain 
reaction in 1948 it impressed harry truman so much as he was still looking for his vice presidential candidate 
that he suddenly swung to a man he hadn't considered up to them the rather elderly album barkley and he 
became a vice president in the 1948 campaign keynote speeches have not always won the plaudits of the 
pundits in the past one old keynote watcher said keynoting implies the ability to make melodic noises and 
give the impression of passionately and torrentially moving onward and upward while warily standing still and 
h.l menken that fellow who was so critical of our political processes in the past said keynoters sound as if 
they are plainly on leave from some home for extinct volcanoes of course he was talking of the older days of 
oratory before television 
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before television when uh the appeal was not really to the assembled thousands in the convention hall but to 
the assembled millions perhaps out there at the end of the television tube and that's the purpose of the 
speech today really to reach out beyond the convention so the oratorical style the arm wavy and sometimes 
inclined to go right off of the screen as finished and the more sober approach is taken by these speakers as 
we've seen mark sullivan another critic of the political process said keynote is a combination of oratory grand 
opera and hog calling and now they're getting ready for the film to introduce barbara jordan so let's go back 
to the podium that you please clear the aisles and be quiet for a special a very very special occasion may i 
have your attention as i present our second keynote speaker of this democratic convention who will now be 
introduced by short film right [Music] i recognize the gentlelady from texas earlier today we heard the 
preamble to the constitution of the united states we the people it's a very eloquent beginning but when that 
document was completed i was not included in that we the people 
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was not included in that we the people my faith in the constitution is whole it is complete it is total and i am 
not going to sit here and be an idle spectator to the diminution the subversion the destruction of the 
constitution the task we have before us is a big one it is reason and not passion which must guide our 
deliberations guide our debate and guide our decision but that's all my goal is to represent in the truest 
sense of the word the people who send me here with the label representative the correspondence we've 
received my greatest satisfaction is being able to get something done in congress that i wanted to get done 
and my greatest reward has been those little small successes that i enjoyed doing and want to do my 
childhood was just the typical childhood of a poor black youngster coming from the low income area willing to 
work hard but i played i had fun i had parents who were very strict disciplinarians my father in particular 
would not suffer failure quietly and no matter what you did it just had to be the best that you could crank out 
of yourself [Music] i've been told that from time to time i am too acoustic and impatient with people but that 
impression is probably occasioned by my desire to see everybody function that more than a hundred percent 
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i can't describe the feeling i get when i go into the district and air people who have had their problems 
resolved as a result of my efforts the efforts of the people in my office [Music] includes a definition of 
commercial activity i feel good about the country i feel good about our ideological underpinnings even though 
we have become rather dispirited and cynical we still believe in where it is that we want to go if there are any 
patriots left in america i'm certainly one [Music] [Applause] [Music] this is by far the biggest ovation anyone 
has received here in this opening session of the democratic convention the first time the convention has 
really come alive on this first night from barbara jordan congresswoman from texas [Applause] [Music] 
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[Music] [Applause] so ah [Applause] ladies [Applause] ladies and gentlemen [Applause] ladies and 
gentlemen in case you don't know it may i now present our second keynote speaker the honorable barbara 
jordan democrat of houston texas [Applause] thank you thank you thank you ladies and gentlemen for a very 
warm reception it was 144 years ago 
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144 years ago that members of the democratic party first met in convention to select a presidential candidate 
since that time democrats have continued to convene once every four years and draft a party platform and 
nominate a presidential candidate and our meeting this week is a continuation of that tradition but there is 
something different about tonight there is something special about tonight what is different what is special i 
barbara jordan am a keynote speaker [Applause] when a lot of years passed since 1832 and during that time 
it would have been most unusual for any national political party to ask a barbara jordan to deliver a keynote 
address but tonight here i am and i feel i feel that notwithstanding the past that my presence here is one 
additional bit of evidence that the american dream need not forever be [Applause] deferred now now that i 
have this grand distinction what in the world am i supposed to say 
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i could easily spend this time praising the accomplishments of this party and attacking the republicans but i 
don't choose to do that i could list the many problems which americans have i could list the problems which 
cause people to feel cynical angry frustrated problems which include lack of integrity in government the 
feeling that the individual no longer counts the reality of material and spiritual poverty the feeling that the 
grand american experiment is failing or has failed i could recite these problems and then i could sit down and 
offer no solutions but i don't choose to do that either the citizens of america expect more they deserve and 
they want more than a recital of problems we are a people in a quandary about the present we are a people 
in search of our future we are a people in search of a national community we are a people trying not only to 
solve the problems of the present unemployment inflation but we are attempting on a larger scale to fulfill the 
promise of america we are attempting to fulfill our national purpose to create and sustain a society in which 
all of us are equal [Applause] throughout throughout our history 
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throughout throughout our history when people have looked for new ways to solve their problems and to 
uphold the principles of this nation many times they have turned to political parties they have often turned to 
the democratic party what is it what is it about the democratic party that makes it the instrument the people 
use when they search for ways to shape their future well i believe the answer to that question lies in our 
concept of governing our concept of governing is derived from our view of people it is a concept deeply 
rooted in a set of beliefs firmly etched in the national conscience of all of us now what are these beliefs first 
we believe in equality for all and privileges for none [Applause] this is a belief this is a belief that each 
american regardless of background has equal standing in the public forum all of us because because we 
believe this idea so firmly we are an inclusive rather than an exclusive party let everybody come you know 
[Applause] i think of no accident that most of those immigrating to america in the 19th 
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those immigrating to america in the 19th century identified with the democratic party we are a heterogeneous 
party made up of americans of diverse backgrounds we believe that the people are the source of all 
governmental power that the authority of the people is to be extended not restricted [Applause] this this can 
be accomplished only by providing each citizen with every opportunity to participate in the management of 
the government they must have that we believe we believe that the government which represents the 
authority of all the people not just one interest group but all the people has an obligation to actively 
underscore actively seek to remove those obstacles which would block individual achievement obstacles 
emanating from race sex economic condition the government must remove them seek to remove them 


[Applause] we we are a party we are a party of innovation we do not reject our traditions but we are willing to 
adapt to changing circumstances when change we must we are willing to suffer the discomfort of change in 
order to achieve a better future we have a positive vision of the future 
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we have a positive vision of the future founded on the belief that the gap between the promise and reality of 
america can one day be finally closed we believe that [Music] this my friends is the bedrock of our concept of 
governing this is a part of the reason why americans have turned to the democratic party these are the 
foundations upon which a national community can be built let all understand that these guiding principles 
cannot be discarded for short-term political gains they represent what this country is all about they are 
indigenous to the american idea and these are principles which are not negotiable in other times in other 
times i could stand here and give this kind of exposition on the beliefs of the democratic party and that would 
be enough but today that is not enough people want more that is not sufficient reason for the majority of the 
people of this country to decide to vote democratic we have made mistakes we realize that we admit our 
mistakes in our haste to do all things for all people we did not foresee the full consequences of our actions 
and when the people raised their voices we didn't hear but our deafness 
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we didn't hear but our deafness was only a temporary condition and not an irreversible condition [Applause] 
[Music] even as i stand here and admit that we have made mistakes i still believe that as the people of 
america sit in judgment on each party they will recognize that our mistakes were mistakes of the heart they'll 
recognize that and now [Music] now we must look to the future let us heed the voice of the people and 
recognize their common sense if we do not we not only blaspheme our political heritage we ignore the 
common ties that bind all americans many fear the future many are distrustful of their leaders and believe 
that their voices are never heard many seek only to satisfy their private work wants to satisfy their private 
interests but this is the great danger america faces that we will cease to be one nation and become instead a 
collection of interest groups city against suburb region against region individual against individual each 
seeking to satisfy private wants if that happens who then will speak for america who then will speak for the 
common good this is the question which must be answered in 1976 
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in 1976 are we to be one people bound together by common spirit sharing in a common endeavor or will we 
become a divided nation for all of its uncertainty we cannot flee the future we must not become the new 
puritans and reject our society we must address and master the future together it can be done if we restore 
the belief that we share a sense of national community that we share a common national endeavor it can be 
done there is no executive order there is no law that can require the american people to form a national 
community this we must do as individuals and if we do it as individuals there is no president of the united 
states who can veto that decision [Applause] [Music] as a first step as a first step we must restore our belief 
in ourselves we are a generous people so why can't we be generous with each other we need to take to 
heart the words spoken by thomas jefferson let us restore the social intercourse [Music] let us restore to 
social intercourse that harmony and that affection without which liberty 
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without which liberty and even life are but dreary things a nation is formed by the willingness of each of us to 
share in the responsibility for upholding the common good a government is invigorated when each one of us 
is willing to participate in shaping the future of this nation in this election year we must define the common 
good and begin again to shape a common future let each person do his or her part if one citizen is unwilling 
to participate all of us are going to suffer for the american idea though it is shared by all of us is realized in 
each one of us [Applause] and now what are those of us who are elected public officials supposed to do we 


call ourselves public servants but i'll tell you this we as public servants must set an example for the rest of 
the [Applause] nation it is hypocritical for the public official to admonish and exhort the people to uphold the 
common good if we are derelict in upholding the common good [Music] 
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[Music] more is required more is required of public officials than slogans and handshakes and press releases 
more is required we must hold ourselves strictly accountable we must provide the people with a vision of the 
future if we promise as public officials we must deliver if if we as public officials propose we must produce if 
we say to the american people it is time for you to be sacrificial sacrifice if the public official says that we 
must be the first to give we must be and again if we make mistakes we must be willing to admit them we 
have to do that [Applause] [Music] [Applause] what we have to do is strike a balance between the idea that 
government should do everything and the idea the belief that government ought to do nothing strike a 
balance let there be no illusions about the difficulty of forming this kind of a national community it's tough 
difficult not easy but a spirit of harmony will survive in america only if each of us remembers that we share a 
common destiny 
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that we share a common destiny if each of us remembers when self-interest and bitterness seem to prevail 
that we share a common destiny i have confidence that we can form this kind of national community i have 
confidence that the democratic party can lead the way i have that confidence [Applause] [Music] we cannot 
improve on the system of government handed down to us by the founders of the republic there is no way to 
improve upon that but what we can do is to find new ways to implement that system and realize our destiny 
now i began this speech by commenting to you on the uniqueness of a barbara jordan making a keynote 
address well i am going to close my speech by quoting a republican president and i ask you that as you 
listen to these words of abraham lincoln relate them to the concept of a national community in which every 
last one of us participates as i would not be a slave so i would not be a master this 
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a master this this this expresses my idea of democracy whatever differs from this to the extent of the 
difference is no democracy thank you [Music] [Applause] [Music] so [Applause] for the first time in this 
convention too we're seeing some of the banners raised on high i let that music go a while and you could see 
the first demonstration of the convention too the old days such things would be permitted to run now 
conventions are more tailored for television time and the concept of a little greater ordinance and there will 
be no marching in the aisles tonight barbara jordan a 40-year-old congresswoman from houston texas the 
first black ever to address a national convention as a keynote speaker 
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[Applause] we're calling her back to the stand [Applause] barbara jordan lost a great deal of weight she went 
on a diet about six months ago and she told us that about a month ago she reached her goal although she 
wouldn't tell us what it was or how much she lost [Applause] a lot of people joining in that chant that we want 
barbara down there [Applause] ladies and gentlemen thank you very much i should like to call your attention 
with great pride first the speaker we just presented but secondly and somewhat more modestly we started 
two minutes late we shall adjourn following the benediction by rabbi emmanuel fellman of the congregation 
beth jacob atlanta georgia we shall then adjourn two minutes early rabbi 
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blessed art thou lord our god king of the universe who giveth of his wisdom 


END 


